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from Mumbai,
it’saverydrystory

With its Tansa and Bhatsa dams, Shahapur supplies most of Mumbal's drinking water.
But people from villages in and around this Thane division, which is about 80k from
the city, do not get the benefits of these reservoirs. The wells in villages such as Washala,
Dhengarmaal and Raaichiwadi have dried up and villagers are forced to walk for miles to

b=

collect a bucketful of water from some muddy holes. The government is yet to send any
water tanker to the area —Vibhav Birwatkar/dna

Govtcaps RAR rdse at
109% this year

This is with refer-
B ence (o "Govi caps
RER rizs= at 10% this

'!.'l"‘:'ll" Tha .‘-r.]r-l"g'-.'l‘.'l":]'lh'llﬂl.‘l 3
decision to hike Ready Reck-
oEr Fabes to 10% is deplors-
s It is disgraceind that rew-
enne minlkster Elnath Kladse
i= seen milking the common
naany by wiay of an iecresss in
stamp duty Government
vl be Iransparent 1n pro-
viding the working of 10%
like in RER Instewd of pro-
viding roaf tops over som-
mion Iweads the state 15 @een
squeezing masses for opti-
nrn reverE Whers is Bl s
self-proclanimed sffordable
housing? Ome isapprebensive
whether the prermment will
b= able to meeet the howsig
damand by AR EMI is ks

ardadiang Tuel to fire to the al-
raadly hnrdened flat sackor
fwepak Chikremimne

Managing the
water crisis

[ § The Wirkd Water Day
.1 was on March 22 The

siguificance of this
day is all the more highlipht-
] W Ity FATYY Aresks iy s b
ban Mumbai and interior
Melalparaslira are seen resling
under water crisis Severnl
appeals have been made (o
public absot the problem and
= clire e 8 conserve Wa-
ter The municipal corpormn:
100, S0me politlcal parties
arel somye or ganisations have
s issaned an adhvisory fo re-
frnin from water wastape In
areas like Mumbra, Thane,
Kalyan and Diva where the
STEM pipeline supplies wa-
ter, water iz mads monilnble

oy for a few s on 2or 3
daye n woak ool the reciclants
are forced to rely on tanker
waker An even more serious-
Iy g im sitwateon prevails mn
inferior arsas like Lainor
Besd, Hingoll, Osnsanabad
efe, where water is provided

once a month. ronically, we
s masarye pllfsrage of wa-
fer snvl nennthori sad conmes-
tions robbing this precious
resoarce. With monseon still
a few monrt s away, it seems s
gz wrait fior water Iandeadly

there has been continuous
lankaps of the water from o
|.'II}'l'I3':l'I!|-JI mear Kharegaon toll
plam for almost 3 weeks and
it ook the authorities so
much time to realise §f powd
take Appropriate sctkon. The
government and the ward of-
Ficms & lpmnld] e nvoes v il L
in supervising and curbing
wastage and thelt. Lack of
education and the resultant
inabiliey to conyprelwnd the
gravity of the problem con-
pled with brazen disregard
tor sach an appeal only has a
salistary effect

Dwwpak Agpharker

Mo tax anincomo
from agricul ture

The fnnnees minister
hias stabed that there
will b= absolutely no

b lesriesd o arommne Broo ag-
rirmliure. The faet s that in
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every political paoty saeall oo
bdgr, thera i abways o ponerfinl
lobby of rich farmers whose
only work is bo see to it that
ety pesgmsciive party” s ek
ership is mode to damce to
their funes anc no tax whatso-
aver is imposed on thefir hefly
Erpeome Do Berticuliore awl
olber form prodwce. The sala-
ried amed pensker class s
mnde to bear the heery burden
off g s fax throagh
thelr nose o compensate for
the loss of tax revenue that
would have otherwise been
e b the govt throangly the
impaeritiom of sgricnltoral I'T
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India against Pakistan

Whenevar Indin win
m against Pakistan in
crickst, lndia echoss

with such skogans as "‘Hingdw-
einn rinnhad, Bharat Mnatn K

Jar®, Mags are unfarled n
sfrests and there & o srene of
Ereat celebrallon AcToss thui
couniry In Pakistan, on the
ol land, thers 15 silemce
everywhers, ns if sonseone be.
loved has passed sway And
when Pakistnn defeats India,
if samrpyes Lo PR Ee an |ens oo
guered India. I want to sk
e qusingns b e support-
ersaf bath the conmtries, I it
& for the love of e ootmiry
why iis thore no hearibreak in
India when it loses a ganse
against Mew Zealand and why
e 45 a0 cheerful inemeas
in Pakittan™ Why there's mao
celebration in India when Pa-
kistan gets defeated by Bang-
laslesiT I &t 15 really for tlee
affection of the connfry whyr
there’s no cetebration as wel
as grief when the women
cricket team win or os=T
Mgz Alvmad




